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taste and culture, thoroughly humane, and to the
end of his life fond of the society of young peo-
ple. His associates were of the best and his for-
tunate investments enabled him to live the life
of an aristocrat in a truly democratic manner.
His wife died in 1915, leaving one son and two
daughters. The later years of Pumpelly's life
were spent at his home in Dublin, N. H., and
Newport, R. I., and at Roseland, Ga., where,
beginning about 1883, his family and that of his
friend Major Brooks lived for a time a delight-
ful communistic life. He also traveled much,
both in America and in Europe, He died at
Newport, in his eighty-eighth year.

[An abridged edition of Pumpelly's My Reminiscences
was published in 1920 as Travels and Adventures of
Raphael Pumpelly, ed. by 0. S. Rice. See also Bailey
Willis, "Memorial of Raphael Pumpelly," Bull. Geol.
Soc. of America, Mar. 1925 (with bibliography) ;
Charles Keyes, "Raphael Pumpelly: Premier Ex-
plorer," Pan-American Geologist, Nov. 1923 ; Am. Jour.
Sri., Oct. 1923; Who's Who in America, 1922-23; N.
Y. Times, Aug. u, 1923.]                         G.P.M.

PURCELL, JOHN BAPTIST (Feb. 26,1800-
July 4, 1883), Roman Catholic prelate, son of
Edmond and Johanna (O'Keefe) Purcell, was
born in Mallow, Ireland. Though of a conspicu-
ous family, his parents were in poor circum-
stances. They sent John to the local St. Patrick's
College, however, and here he obtained sufficient
classical lore to enable him on his arrival in
Baltimore (1818) to pass an examination at
Asbury College for a teacher's certificate. Thus
equipped, he obtained a private tutorship in
Queen Anne's County, where his ability chal-
lenged the attention of the authorities of Mount
St. Mary's College, Emmitsburg, Md., who ar-
ranged for him to enter the institution as a semi-
narian (1820). His scholarship won the favor
of Simon Brute and John Dubois [qq.v.], who
in 1823 sent him to complete his theological
studies under the Sulpicians in Paris. Ordained
at the Cathedral of Notre Dame by Archbishop
Quelen on May 21, 1826, Purcell spent some
months in travel before returning to America.

He was assigned the chair of moral philosophy
at Mount St. Mary's, of which college he be-
came president in 1829. During a short tenure
of office, he made a permanent impression on the
college, among other services obtaining for it
a charter of incorporation. On the death of Bish-
op Edward D. Fenwick [q.v.~], Rome appointed
Purcell to the see of Cincinnati on the recom-
mendation of Bishop P. R. Kenrick \_q.v.~\ of St.
Louis, despite the opposition of Archbishop
Whitfield [g.t;.] of Baltimore, who feared that
the "Mount" would suffer in losing a progressive
rector. Consecrated in the cathedral at Balti-
more, Purcell remained to attend the Second
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Provincial Council (New York Weekly Regis-
ter, Oct. 19, Dec. 21). Then, with a loan of $300,
he went to Cincinnati, where he was formerly
installed by two old friends, Bishop David and
Bishop Flaget [gg.v.].

He ruled his diocese, but did so with tact.
Above racial bias, he won the Germans, who
soon outnumbered English-speaking Catholics
in the Ohio region. He did not hesitate to ad-
vance German priests or to nominate them for
bishoprics, and hence he had no more loyal sup-
porter than John Martin Henni [g.z>.], who ed-
ited Der. Wahrheits Freund. In 1835 and again
in 1838-39, he visited Europe in quest of mis-
sionaries and financial aid from the Society of
the Propagation of the Faith, of Paris, and from
the Leopoldine Society of Austria (see Catholic
Herald, Dec. 6, 1838, Aug. 22, 1839). His in-
terest in education was intense. He brought the
Sisters of Notre Dame de Namur to Cincinnati,
where they founded their first American convent
He invited the Ursulines and Sisters of Charity
into the diocese, who took charge of parochial
schools and aided in founding academies. In
1841 he assisted the Jesuits in establishing St.
Francis Xavier College as the successor of the
Athenaeum, which he had personally directed
for a time. Two years later, while in Europe, he
encouraged the Fathers of the Precious Blood to
enter the American mission field and establish
their seminary and college at Carthagena
(1844) t ne also gave similar encouragement to
the Passionists. With the assistance of a wealthy
convert, Mrs. Sarah Worthington King Peter
\_q.vJ\, he brought into the diocese the Sisters of
Mercy of Kinsale, the Sisters of Francis of
Cologne, the Sisters of the Good Shepherd, and
the Little Sisters of the Poor. Hence there was
no shortage of teaching sisters for the thirty
parochial schools which he urged his pastors to
build, or nuns for the orphanages, hospitals, and
asylums which were erected as the diocese grew
during the flood decades of Irish and German
immigration. In 1847 he commenced the erec-
tion of the new Mount St. Mary's Seminary at
Price Hill, Cincinnati, and a year later laid the
cornerstone for the new Cathedral of St. Peter.

A loyal American, Purcell answered anti-
Catholic criticism and doubts on the eve of the
war with Mexico by declaring editorially,
through his brother (Father Edward), who was
editor of the diocesan Catholic Telegraph, that:
"Catholics well understand their duty on this
point, for it is certain that if war should be pro-
claimed by the United States against the Sover-
eign Pontiff as a temporal prince, it would be
the duty of every Catholic ... to carry the war
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